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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

What is claimed its: 
1.-22. (Canceled) 

23; (Currently amended) A method of drilling a wellbore in a subterranean formation, said 
method comprising the steps of obtaining or preparing the drilling fluid of claim 1 a drilling 
fluid comprising an invert emulsion wherein the invert emulsion has a base or continuous phase 
comprising a blend of linear alpha olefins and paraffin hydrocarbons, and circulating sam e the 
drilling fluid i n said the wellbore during sakWrilling, 

24. (Currently amended) A method of drilling a wellbore in a subterranean formation, said 
method comprising the steps of obtaining or preparing th e drilling fluid of claim 8 a drilling 
fluid comprising an invert emulsion wherein the invert emulsion lias a base or continuous phase 
comprising isomcrized olefins and paraffin hydrocarbons, and circulating sam e the drilling fluid 
in said the wellbore during said-drilling. 

25. (Currently amended) A method of drilling a wellbore in a subterranean formation, said 
method comprising the steps of obtaining or preparing the driUing-flukl of claim 16 a drilling 
fluid comprising an invert emulsion wherein said invert emulsion has a base or con tinuous phase 
comprising a blend of naphthenic hydrocarbons and other paraffin hydrocarbons, a nd circulating 
same the drilling fluid in sai4 the wellbore during sdkWxilling. 

26. (Currently amended) A method of drilling a wellbore in a subterranean formation, said 
method comprising obtaining or preparing the drilling fluid ot ^kim-3a a drilling fluid 
comprising an invert emulsion wherein the invert emulsion has a base or continuous phase 
comprising isomcrized olefins and other hydrocarbons, and circulating same the drilling fluid in 
said the wellbore during said-drilling. 
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27 CNew) Thr method o^aim 23 wherein the paraffin hydroca rbon s mr elec ted from the 
.o.^ollin^n- hrnnchni puffin. poly-br^chedrMam^chc 
Puffins, isotw raffins. and mixtures thereof: 

28 . (New) Ihcjaethad, «f cldm 23 wherein the paraffin ^dr^c^Jmc^^ 
ab gut 30 carbon atoms. 

29 . (New) jhe^nethM^^ 
flhout 99 we ight percent of the blend, 

* 

3U. (New) in ethod nf drim n whereifl the p mnffin hydroca rb ons comprise legs than 

about 50 w t >ip ;ht percen t of the blend. 




32. ftT, Q The method ofcj affi 23 wherein the linear alpha olefins comprise about 10 to 
about 30 car hnn atoms. 

33 (New) Jhs ffigthgd "f claim ^ whergja the p araffjp hydrocarbon, m .elected fmmj fr 
m . T ^ci ,in 9n f Unearoar .n.ir bjangbgd pnnffins poly-branched paraffms^ 
puffins, ison *™^, or mixtures thereo f 

34. (New) Be rnejhod of claim ? 4 whgjgjn &e paraffin hydrocarbons haye about I0 _to 
ahout 30 carbon atoms. 

35. (New) Be method alsfe 2 4 wherein the paraffin h ydr ocarbons cpmpr isoteJJo 
a hmit QQ weight p erc ent of th e blend. 

36 . (New) Ihc mgthod of cto 24 wherein the Unmerized olefins enmp p* about 1 to about 
99 weight percent of <he drilling fluid. 
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37. (New) The metho d of claim 24 wherein the isomerizcd olefins have about 10 to about 
10 carbon atoms. 

38. (New) The metho d of claim 24 wherein the isomerized olefins are selected from the 
group consisting of internal olefins, cyclic olefins, and mixtures thereof. 

39. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein the internal olefins may be straight chain or 
branched chain, 

40. (New) The meth od of claim 25 wherein the paraffin hydrocarbons arc selected from the 
group consisting of line ar paraffins, branched paraffins, polv-branched paraffins, isoparaffins. 
and mixtures thereof 

41. (New) The metho d of claim 25 wherein the paraffin hydrocarbons have about 10 to 
about 30 carbon atoms. 

42. (New) The method of claim 25 wherein the paraffin hydrocarbons comprise about 1 to 
about 99 weight percent of the blend. 

43. (New) The metho d of claim 25 wherein the napthenic hydrocarbons comprise about 1 to 
about 99 weight percent of the drilling fluid. 

44. (New) The metho d of claim 25 wherein the napthenic hydrocarbons comprise a 
satureted, cycloparafTin ic material having a chemical formula: 

wherein n is about 5 to about 30. 
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